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EDITORTAL:

Menbers who read our first issue in Jui.y, L964, will renenber tr expressed
the hope that our magazine woulcl soon progtress frou its sinple beginning. It
is thus with sone prid.e that the Board, of Directors and I are able to present
thisr our Ja;ruary issue, with nnany inprovenents ineLud.ing historic photographs.
fhe coming nonths wiLi see even g:reater steps forward. in the fieltl of Bresentation
of never-before published photos and info:mation.

INTRODUCING

A New Department. trR"J.tr extend.s its tttracktt I )

Ihis is the seventh issue of I'R.J.rr, and rde are very pleased. to cornmence
a new section in the Societyrs publication. To date, r.re have publishecl. Society
news and eventsr rredito::iaL typerr articles, historical- notes and progress
reports on activities fron other }&lseu:ns. l{e now venture into the field. of
authoritive historicaL articles which will become a regular feature of future
issueg. fhe first such arti.cle appears below, and conrme.norates the 10th
anniversary of the cLosure of the tramway systen at Geelong.

A SHOP.T UISTORY OF THE TRAMIfAYS OF GEEI,OIfG

By K, S. Kings.

Geelong today, is the second. largest urban area tn the State of Victoria,
with a population of 91,666 a.t the 1"951 eensus. ft is situated 45 rail niles
south west of Melbourne, on the shores of Corio Bay (an arm of Port PhiJ.lip
B"y). Oeelong is Victoriars seconcl port, and. has a wide variety of ind.ustries,
The greater GeeLong area now eonprises the City of Geelong, City of Geei.ong
West, City of Newtown and ChilwelJ., and portions of the Strires of BeJ-larinee
South Barwon, and Corio.

. Although tranways uere considered quite seriousLy in Septenber, 1BBB, antl
an Order-in-Council was nad.e in 1899 to enable routes to be constructed., the
resid.ents of Geelong had to wait untiL l-4th It{arch, 1912, to be able to ride a
tramcar in their city. The popuJ.ation turned out in force on this nemorable
day to join in ceremonies and celebrations typical of the period., as electrie
tramear No. 4 - suitably decorated - hacL the dlsiinction of being the official.
'tfirst tranrr to r.rn in Geelong. The l,Ielbourne Electric Supply Conpany tinited.,
which already proviil.etl the local donestic supply of electricity in Geelong,
had, obtainect the franchise to construet electric tranways in the city and
suburban area. fwo routes - to Newtown and West Geelong - opened the
service, with two short branches to the railway station and. sharf (wiricfr
served. a steamer service to Melbourne aeross Port PhilJ.ip Bay), and. a short
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spur line off the latter to a four-track Depot ad.jacent to the power station
and offices. Double track was laitl in the central eity area with single track
and passing loops elsewhere, and provision at.ter.u-i.nij- for shunting trailers.
The Adelaid.e firn of Duncan and Fraser built (at the Depot) seven open l

conbination type single tnrck trancars (of ttistinctlve bod.y style) intt four
single truck bpen cross-bench type trailer cars for the service; these cars
were nulnbered 1 to 7 anii 1 to 4 respectively.

State Electricity Counission of Victoria photo
ilGeelong tramcar $o. 7, as bui1t, in l"gLZ.

The (uotored) tranears were originalLy fitted. rith snall- destination boxesat the front of their roofs, nagnetic track brakes, tip-over seats in the
saloons and. link and pin couplers, hail a sinpre style lining-out with
double shacLows and were enbellished with a eonplex nonogran. 0riginally,
there were fi niles of traek.

The first extension lras opened in November, L9|.ll:., to South Geelong, at the
Barrcon River. Drring ]-9l..3-].4, trailers Nos. I and. 4 were motorised. and.
renuroberecl Nos. 11 and 12, whlle Drncan and. Fraser delivered. thyee nerr cars
fron thej-r Ad.elaide works, to the sane design as Nos. 1 to ?. They arrivedin L915' and were numbered 8 to 1O. The Conparqr placed. three llilnes-Daim1er
buses (lros. 1 to 5) in service late in 19L2 ietwesn the city and East Geelong.
The bottles of these vehicles were of.the saue style as the saloon sections of
trathcari Nos. 1 to LO. Their solid rubber tyres apparently had. an injuriouseffect on the roads traversed., as it is reportetl that they hacl to be re-routed^
on occasions to better thoroughfareel Ho','rever, their boclies ln turrr

a,:*
,:*ry



-4-
suffered. heaviLy during the course of their operations, and were provided
rith suitable etrong bracing, llhen the East GeeJ-ong trarnway was opened, on 12th
October, L922, they were rithdrawn to be sold. Eowever, when the braclng was
removed to enable. the bod.ies to be separated fron the chassis and. lifting ropes
attached for the prrpose, the bocties iollapsedl Thus ended ten years of trenway
bus operation in Geelong. It was decided, to inport two ftBirney't type safety
cars fron U.S,A. ' and they were duly assenbLed at the Depot during the ni{dLe of
J.924. They wero numbered^ 14 and Jl, and were fitted. with tr+in troLley poles
and. trolley retrievers. The nuober 1} was not usecl, possibly because of
superstiti-ous reasong. [he fifth (northern) roaa wae added in the Depot whi].st
the Birneys weTe being constrrrcted, and involved. a n'inor re-aligrunent to the
special-work.

The next few years saw considerable expansion of the Geelong tranways, with
four route ertensions and a nunber of tramcars belng atld.ed to the roster. The
first extension of trackage was opened on 15th Septenber, 1927, to Chi1we13.,
foLl-owed by the line to Belnont on l6th October, I92? (subsequent to the
conpLetion of a new brid.ge across the Barwon R:iver). The expand.ing industrial
area of North Gaelong received. its tranway service on 6th Ju1yr 1928, while the
rails to Eastern Park were put into service on lst Septenber, I97O (ta eerve the
large park and recreatlonaL area, including the football ground, as weLL as a
residential area). Eight new, large, trau-ars were built by the Adelaid.e firn
of Pengelley and Conpany on rrRadiaxil trucks. TheSi'were of d.lstinctive appearanee
and, urassive qonstnretion, being fitted, uith twin troJ.ley poles, because of their
55 feet Length. They were the last tranears to be built in Australia with
clerestorly roofs, entering service during 1925-26, and being nunbered 16 to 25.
The two renaining trailers were scrapped in 1925-26, and. the two open cross-
bench notors (tfos. L1 anct fZ) folfoored in L928. The Company purchased. the body
of a former North Melbourne Electrie Tramway and Lighting Conparly Ltd. traiLer
frou the Iq. & M.t.B. in L925 for conversion to a track cleaning ear, and,
fitteil it to the truck from the scrapped. No. Ll in 1928. The year 1928 aleo
saw the purchase of seven second.-hand single tnrck open conbination tremcars
fron the It{. & 1'I.T.B. These were the latterrs cl-ass J, having been built in
1915 by the lvleadowbank Manufacturing Coupany, Syd.ney, for the Prahran and Ivlalvern
Tramways Tnrst. They becane Nos. 24 to 5O in the Geelqng fleet. The Geelong
trarcways thus entered. the I93Ot s with 27 single truek tramcars operating over
lJ-f uiles of track (the naxinun reached.).

The State Electricity Co'nrqission of Viotoria uas created. by Act of Parlianent
to be the qain electricity supply authority for Victoria, and was vested. rdith
power to generate same or to purchase exlsting e.lectricity supply conpanies.
Negotiations were carried out with the Melbourne ELectric Supply Coupany tinited.
during the late I92At s, and it was agreecL that the S.E.C. should purcbase the
Conpany fron 51st August, 1950.

The S.E.C. qurckl-y sr'-r'veyed the state of the Geelong tranway systen, and
founct that it was in very good condition (unlike the BalLarat and Bendigo tramways,
whioh were inheritecl at the sane tine/. liost of Geelong's track i,ras less than
ten years old., and. all its rolling stock less than twenty years oLd,. Eowever,
the elepression of the LgW' s caused. a deciine j.n passengers, antL it was d,ecided,
to introduc€ otre-o&n operation of tranears, in L912, The two "Birney'r cars
(iVo*. 14 and 15) were an obvious choice, and Nos. 5 to 1O and 24 to 5O were
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converted by alterations to their open end, conpartnents. Although this nove
was not popu1ar rrrith the crews, it operated successfully, and Nos. L and,2
rrere converted in 1935, and. Nos. 16 to 19 in L939. Tn L976, the S.E.C.
purchased four I'Bimey[ type cars from the Municipal Tranways Trust, Adelaj.de,
when they beeane surplue upon the closure of the isolated. Port Adelaicle
trarrway systeur. They were placed in service at Geelong, where the other two
'rBirneys" had proved. very populaf, and were numbered. 27 to 7O, To equalise
the rolling stock, the original Nos. 27 to 50 were transferred to Ballarat,
as part of the rehabilitatlon of that systen. Nos. 14 and 15 had their
trolley retrievers removed in 1957, and. were converted. to single trolley
pole cars at the sane tine. The four rrnewlr cars tliffered fron Nos, L4 ancl
15 in that the latter were fitted with longitud.inaL seats and bullcheads
behind. the notolnan's seats, trhereas the ex-Ad.elaide 'rBirneysl had transverse
ti-p-over seats and. no bulkhead.s. The final route alteration took place on
9th October' 1940, when the short length of track Lead.ing to the tlharf was
relocated fron the Depot to what became known as Beach terninus. Over the
yearsr some duplication of track had taken place, the nid.d.le passing loop trad
been ad.ded on'the hlest route, the through connection from Ttrest to l{errtow4/
Chilwell routes removed, the Loop on ChiLwelf had been removed, and the loop
on North had. been relocated. on the East route. I{otlifrcations to the track
layout had taken place at the main city intersection (ttre corner of Moorabool
and Ryrie Streets) as necessary to suit the extensj-on of the routes. An
j.nteresting relocation of track took place at the Newtou.n and Chilwell Tor'm
8a11. The d.ate has not yet been ascertained, but it probably took place in
conjunction nith the opening of the Chilwel-L route.

lhe Depot has und.ergone a number of changes over the years. The L924
alteration has been mentioned. Susequently, the rear of the Shed rrras nodified.
by the extension of the two southern road.s. These tracks teft the rear of the
shed. by large doors, crossed the narrow street and entered. a two-track
build.ing on the other sicle. This uas the tr'trorkshop and had a separate one-irack
Paint Shop situatetl beyond it. B:trance to the latter was gained by a snaLl
traverser, originally built only for single trrrck trarnears trucks. tihen bogie
cars arrived. after triorld. War II', they were uoved into the Paint Shop one truck
at a tinre. Clearances at the d.oorway pillars rras criticaL, so some brieks
were removed to ease the position. It is interesting to note that our Canberra
menber - Jack Richardson - suggested. this nethod as the soLution to the probLen
of how to get the very long overall r,u-heeL base bogie carg across the short
traverger.

About the end of World liar If, the S.E.C. decid.ed to purchase a number of
surplus naxinum traction bogie cars from the M. & I{.T.8. The first four arrived
in.194?, becoming Nos. 3L to 35, and" were followed by tr,ro more in L94B (iVos. 75 and
76), and. four nore in 1951 (ivos. 37 to 4O), The first six cars were replacenents
for the six rrBirneSr'r cats which were transferred to Bendigo d.uring 1947 to
1949, while the last four were additional units. The Geelong rolling stock
thus reached its maxinun of 7t passenger trancars. It is of i.nterest that
Geelong was the last tranway system in Australia to operate with an alL-single
truck car f1eet, until the first bogie ears arrived in 194'i. The entry of the
bogie cars i.nto Geelong spelt the end of an interesting feature of the 1ocal
tranways - coloured route ind.icator lights. Although not introduced when
the systen opened. Ln I9L2, they were in use by May, L915. Four colours were
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used.: red, white, bluei and green. At first, there !{as sone concern that the
bogle cars ni-ght not operate successfully with the publi-c without route f.ights, 

.

but it was soon found that there was no cause for alarm. Consequently, the
coloured llghts were renoved fron all the single tnrck cars excep'b Nos. 25 to
25. fn 1951, No. 25 was renumbered 28, whilst No. 39 nas altered for or€-tr&r
operation durj-ng L957. Eowever, the fuployees Union refused to run the car as
& one-o&n unit, and it continuecl to operate with a two-man crew. The problen
of head.-on accidents with &otorists on single track sections of the routes
caused the S.E.C. to fit red narker lights ln the lower outside corners of the
d.ashes during L95I, and to decide to paint the d.ashes in yellow aird. black stripes,
ilLuninated by a canopy light, in 1955. The only cars to be done were Nos. 5L
to 75, J'l and.4' while No. 5 only hatt its d.ashes painted.. The project was
then canceIled..

Through-routing of cars has been practiced. fop margr years. Before and. after
t[ori.d. tlar I1, cars ran as followsl- Newtown to City; h'est to City; Chilwell to
East; Eastern Park to City; Belnont to North. Newtornrn and West cars ran to
Beach and the Railway as required. About the end of L952, amendments were made
as follows:- Chilwell to Beach or Station; East to hrest; Newtonn to Eastern
Park; North to Belnont'; Short workings were tinetabled. as follor'ls: East - to
Hunble Street (tne far end ofthe loop); North - Victoria Street, and Plackay
Street (one stop short of the teruinus); Belnont - the railnay overbridge,
antt South Geelong. Most single track sections were protected. by coJ-our light
signals operated. by the trolley wheel passing through a contactor on the over-
head troLley wire, Details of the coloured route indicator lights €lro!-
Newtown - green; iriest - red.; East - blue; Chi1wel1 - green and. blue; Belmont -
white; North - red and white; Eastern Park - blue and white.

Subsequent to an enquiry, the State Government announced, pLans to replace
the Geelong trams with privateLy operated bus services in November, 1955. The
closure was to be undertalen in four steps: firstly, on January 8th, 1956, the
last cars ran on the routbs to East, West and Ch,ilwell, together nith the latterrs
regular workj-ngs to Beach and Railway. Cars were provided on the two latter as
required. The gecond. abandonment was on 24tn- January, when Newtown and Eastern
Park routes eeased.. The third closure was the route to North orr 4th i{arch,
while Belnont went out in a real blaze of gIory on 25th l4arch, L956. No. 4 -
lrhich had opened the systern - w&s suitably decorated as the official last tra^n,
and. precededl bogies Nos, 58, 31 and 77 to Belnont terninus, so that it would be
the Last tran to return. A huge crowd was present, and a nu::rber of cerenonies
took plaee during the finaL reiurn trip. Pengel"ley cars Nos. l7 and. 18 ran the
Sunday afternoon and early everi:iag serviee, but were changed over for Nos. 78
and J1 before the r'l-ast mnrr. No. 37 vas run out when the size of the crowd.
beca,ne known. ft had been planned to use Nos. 51 and 58 because these two bogie
cars hrere to be scrapped, whiLe the other eight were due to be (or had. already
been) sent to Ballarat and Bend.igo. ALl the single bruck cars and the track
cleaner were sc?apped and sold. *J.though ten years have rolLed by since the
Gee}ong Tranways were closed, quite a deal of track renains in the roadways,
despi'Le qulte a 1ot having been lifted during 1965. In sone thoroughfares it can
be seen beneath a bituainous coating, while elseiqhere no attenpt has been nade
to either cover or renove it. tfre -igfrt bogie cars (and four of the six 'rBirneys")
still caruy passengers in BalLarat and Sendigo, whilst bodies of some of, the
single truck cars are stiil in exi-stence in various parts of GeeLong and the



surrounding districts. The T. I{. S. V. has negotiated for the body of Pengelley
No. 22, which is in renarkably good cond,ition, and some roof-painting work
has alread.y been earrj-ed out on it. Pengelley's Nos. 17 and 2l have been ncade
available by their owners for spare parts with which to help restore No. 22.
Arrd so it is hoped. that sone snalL portion of the Geelong Tramways will be
preserved for posterity, in ad.ctition to the nany photographs, quantities of
filn and. historicaL record.s that are alreacly avallable.

CAR NE},IS

Due to the poor attendance at work parties in recent nonths it has been
decideci that in 1956 they r'rii-l only'be heltl fortnightly instead of weekly as
at present. i,,Ienbers wil-L be notified, of dates ii.hen finalised..

After our appeal in 0ctober for storage space for a cabl-e dummy truck
four members voLunteered to provid.e housing. It has been left to Chairnan,
Bob hentice to decid.e upon the nost suitable site, taking into account
convenience for transport, space available ete.

Ort thanks go to the four menbers concerned and we hope that the unlucky
three nay pern:it us to store future acquisitions on their premises.

One set of wind.ow safety bars for Birney 2L7 lnas now been fabricated
by Noel Gipps and a second. set is und.er way. NoeL al-so hopes to finish
the wiring for t}re buzzer systen shortly.

Rolling stock supervisor Peter Stonehan recently heard of a snel1 rail
shunter, sinilar to the one d.isplayed in the A.R.H.S. nuseun at Newport,
which was in use at Newport shunting in the rail motor shops. Unfortunately
on contacting the V.R. Peter learned that it had. been iut up for scrap only
a few days earlier. We are therefore stilL looking out for a rail vehicle
which could. be used with a rdninum of alteration for shunting at our future
Museum site. Any hints frorc nenbers would be greatly appreciated..

Peter Stonehan has recomnenced work on the horse qar and sone of the
naterial salvaged. from the bungalow at Blackrock (see i-ast issue) will be
incorporated. in the restoration.

Since the last issue of n.S. Secretary Keith Kings and Chairnan Bob
Prentiee have Located. another old tramcar - Ex P. & M.T.T. "A,r class No. 2.
This is yet another car without the stand.ard. destination boxes in the end.
canopies. Thus of the three cars of thid class located to date, alL were
unaltered.. trIe nust therefore repeat our appeal to memberS to innediately
notify Keith regard.ing any old. trancar located, wtrether it be horse, cable
or electric.

SITE NEWS.

, No reply has been recei.ved. fron the l{inister of Transport, I{r. I{eagher,
(see July '65 issue) a"d so the Board. has instructed. our Chairnan to follow
up this natter in our search for a nuseun site.



-8-
ARCEIVES.

Bob Prentice has continued photocopying and record,lng of notes and
inforuation. The fnrits of sone of Bob's laboure nay be seea in our photoe
this nonth.. Tro very notable gestures which have assisted, in this field were
the loan, by the Secretery of the IrI. & M.f .8., of the Melbourne Bnrn*niek and
Coburg Tranways Trust annual reports, and. the Historly of l4a1vern, which was
loanetl by the Town Clerk of Malvern, Orr thanks to both gentLenen conceraed.

MET.IBERSHIP FffCHANEE.

lfe are hoping shortly to be able to eTchange corporate nenbership with
the "Australian Eleotric fransport lArseum (S.A.) Inc." of .Auielaide. Our
Boarct bas contacted. this contenporary group and now awaits their reply.

TNAMCAR RESTORATION.

For an excellent articLe on the restoration of a derelict trancar rcembers
are reconmencletl to read. the Septenber issue of ttOld Motor anct Vintage Conmercialrr.
It outlinee the erperiences of a group in England who have restorett Cheltenhan
car No. 21 to running eond.ition after it had spent ]l years in a rnarket
gard.en. rrBeforerr and rrafter'r photos of the car are includ.ed, and. it is
staggering to think of the a.nount of nork necessarJr to achieve such a fine
result.

BETTEVE r[ 0R l[0T:

The 0hio Railway lfuseum in the U.S.A. have a colLection of tranc&f,s, intenrbans
aad severaL steau loconotives. Their utuseum site was intersectett by a four
Iane nain road. in a cutting. Did they half their rails on the ecige of the
cutting? l,lo indeed, they have just eonpLeted a single track reinforced
concrete bridge over the road. and are notr extend.ing their trackage on the other
siale. tr'lhich proves that no obstacLe is too great if nembers are sufficiently
enthusiastic.

TRAM TOUR ON SUNDAY NOVEI{BER 14th.

ftrr tour was held to commemorate
cable tramway to R:lchmond. on tt/tt/An
on za/rc/401 4 4+* I"44<o'/..1, /4,6*rt *^t.

the SOth anniversary of the opening of the
and. the 25th anniversary of ffi elosure

In the norning the tour left South Melbourne in Y class No. 469 for the
trip to West lvlaribSrrnong antl Footscray wlth several photographic runs along the
rese:sred, track besicle River Street and Rosa,nond Roaci. A stop was nade at
ittaribSmnong River bridge for lunch during which rcenbers inspected. constt:uction
work for the new bridge on the al.igmlent of the present tranway briclge. The
car then returned to $outh Melbourne where the party transferred. to veteratr 1rrl2

class No. 224 resplend.ent from a recent najor overhauL. The tour then traversed
St. Kil.dar Malvernr Burke and Rrversdale Roads, Power Street and Burtood Road to
Eawthorn Bri.dge where it ran on to the route of Australiars first cabl-e-hauLed
street tramway. The car then travelled. to the corner of Spencer and Bourke
Streets and. then back to Riehnonil with photo stops at appropriate spots. Kew <lepot
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was the next stop and. thence aLong Victoria Street and Victoria Parad.e
before shunting into Nicholgon Street and d.own Bourke Street to the terninus,
224 th.el,: proceeded to Nicholson Street depot where 98O took over, mruring
back to Bourke Street and. thence to Northcote via Snith Street, Collingwood.
Back to the City and Nicholson Street Depot again rvhere 224 was reboarded.
and. ran via Holden Street antl St. Georges Roatl to Thornbury crossover then
via St. Georges Road, Bnrnswick, Collins, Spencer and Clarend.on Streets back
to South l4elbourne tlepot. 7B niles of varied tra^n travel which was
enlivened. by the splentlily prepared progran which nentioned inportant
points of interest along the route.

REP0RT 0F ANNUAT GEIfERAL MEETING. MONDAY Bth NOVEI,IBER. 1955
AT MAI\TERN TOWN HALL

23 nenbers rrere present, together with 5 visltors. 4 apoLogies were
received.. The minutes of the First Annual General Meeting were read and
confirraed.. The Chairnan presented. his ad.d.ress to the neeting and the
fj.nancial report was read. antl ad.optecl. No querles were gaised, regard.ing either
the Chair'manrs or the financial report. No itens of business were raisecl by
members.

The two retiring directors - K.S. Kings and. J.!1. Dowel were re-elected
to office for a three year tern and the retiring aud,itors wore xe-€Leeted. for
the ensuingi year. The neeting was to have hearcl the interview of I{r. Tatan
by nenber Dick Hening but d.ue to technical d.ifficulties thj.s was not possible
anil had. to be postponed to a later date.

Visitor lir. l. Reyke showed. his black and white and colour slid.es of
tranways in Western E\rope with the enphasis on llolland and Be1giun,
which proved extrenely entertaini.ng.

NOT]I FOR IADY I{EI,IBERS:

Let the article belor'r by our lreasurer Lindy Newell be a warning to
all ladies who naxry TRANSP0Rt enthusiasts and historians:

trbon the hrglish I'Iagazine 'rlf0rll\N'r of Zg/A/65, comes an interesting report
by l,irs. M. Latham. Her husband, a keen railway enthusiast, had satisfied.
his interests by d.ecorating their hone with nodel trains, until one day she
received. a telephone call fron a haulier asking when she wanted the engine
d.elivered.! She now shares her life with three nine ton narrow gauge
l-oconotives in r,rorking order. I{oral for the ladi"es - d6ptt stop hubby fron
working for the lhrseun. He nay stay hone and start his own.

' llrs. Lathan has a problen (?) whiefr is dear to ny heart. l{y future
husband already owns several uooo.el trans and enough books on 'rTractiontr to
stock a library. His other gems include an Albion Tmck, vintage of course,
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and. a selection of .notor cycS-es. f shud.der when he nentionE other trugefulrl
i.tens; such as live stea.n ntniature loconotives, and obsolete aireraft
engines ("cheap at €!Oil). His l{other's bac}qrard has been gracect by vehicles I

in vdrious stages of repair - rriurproves the view fron the Kitchen window", he
says.

}lhat wilL uy future be? lli1l the object d rart on our overnantle be a
polished brass build.erts plate? Will the *iningroon chairs be'tipover seats
ea-Birney? Could. our dream bone turn out to be a transport trtuseun; ru"ith
oal.y the Kitehen to call uy olm (though even then, the curtains nay well d.epict
veteran cars).

I4rs. Latha,[ appea?s to be tolerating this phenonena with the sane good
humour as I intentt to exercise nyBel,f. '''After all itrs not 6very wlf,e who
hcows eractS.y where her husband. is aLl the tine,

I rond.er what does go on at Malvern Depot? Perhaps we girls had. better
go abd find. out.
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